
Diaries for the summer of this 
year are likely to be more full 
than normal. With that in mind, 
the Committee has brought for-
ward the date of the Summer Re-
union and AGM to earlier in the 
year.  
 
The format of the day is radically 
different from recent years, with a 
number of events happening on 
the one day, so members might 
decide to dip in for one or two of 
the events  that are happening 
during the  day. We have tried to 
make the day more affordable 
and less formal, especially for 
those with young families.  How-
ever, central to the day is the 
AGM in the afternoon, a tour 
around the school and Evensong. 
 
We are holding a BBQ at The 
Chantry, kindly organised by 
Roberta Hughes and Tim Nott  at 
lunch time and after Evensong 
there will be the annual Beer and 
Skittles match in the familiar 
venue of  the Four Chesnuts, in 
the Hornet.  
 
These events stand alone, so 
you may elect to participate in 
one or other or all! We are     
looking for some younger past 
Choristers to help bolster the 
past chorister squad at the      
skittle contest who in recent 
years have faded away badly 
during the last round. 
 
This Newsletter does contain 
menus choices for the evening 
Beer and Skittles event as well  
as details of the day, with costs. 

Timetable for the day 
 
The Prebendal School Sports is 
in the morning and would wel-
come support! 
 
12.00 Meet at Number 3, The 
Chantry, Canon Lane for drinks. 
 
12.30 Presentation of the  
Probationer Prize 
 
13.00 Lunch and Raffle 
 
14. 30 Tour of school by current 
boys in the choir. 
 
15.30 AGM  
Guest Speaker, Tim Cannell, 
Head of the Prebendal School. 
The AGM and tea will be in the 
Bishop’s Kitchen, in the Bishop’s 
Palace. 
 
17:00 Rehearsal for singers in 
the Cathedral. 
 
17.30 Evensong, Walmsley in D 
minor. 
 
19.00 Beer and Skittles at the 
Four Chesnuts 
 
 
You can contact us directly on 
 
info@chichestercca.co.uk  
 
or  via the website 
 
www.chichestercca.co.uk  
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Do you know any 

past choristers 

who might not be 

paid up members 

that would be 

happy to receive 

this Newsletter? 

Please send on if 

you do! 

  

Summer Reunion  
Saturday 26 May, 2012 



Barry Marsh  started in the choir as one of Hawkie’s choristers. Horace 
Hawkins, a former pupil of Widor,  had been Director of Music at Hurstpierpoint 
College until his retirement in 1938. Barry  records some of the change that took 
place during his time. 
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I joined the Cathedral Choir in September 1957 at the 
start of Horace Hawkins’ last year as organist. Some 
of the probationers were rather in awe of ‘the man in 
the grey cloak’ who would suddenly bark “Quit jaw-
ing!” to silence our boyish chat. I remember more the 
French beret he wore on windy days or when out in 
the city. Those were the days when every weekday 
service was Plainsong, with a little more harmonic 
licence allowed on Saturdays and Sundays, even 
though the Mag, Nunc, Eucharist settings and an-
thems were more often than not by French compos-
ers, sacred ground as far as ‘Hawkie’, a pupil of the 
great Widor, was concerned. What did I learn from 
him? Well, not much vocal technique, except how to 
read the plainsong stave extremely accurately, and 
develop a keen ear for keeping absolutely ‘together’ 
on that rising and falling unison line where one small 
mistake could be magnified a thousand times into the 
monastic silence. Hawkie reminded me of a monk. 
 
One year later came change. John Birch arrived fresh 
from All Saints, Margaret Street, London, and set 
about providing us with a diet of choral music that is 
common repertoire today, but was then quite unheard 
of. Newly bought music was arriving for us to learn 
not one week, but one month, even a couple of 
months in advance – Stanford in G, SS Wesley’s 
‘Ascribe unto the Lord’, Bairstow’s exciting ‘Blessed 
City’ and Dyson’s ‘Confortare’ to name but a few. No 
exaggeration – nearly every service was, for us, a first 
performance. Psalm chants were also revised, added 
to, and sometimes given thrilling descants by J.B. 
himself. Where had this wonderful music been? Cer-
tainly not in Chichester’s choir library. Herbert 
Howells, then still alive, came to a few services and 
we sang canticles that were fresh from his pen. We 
listened with amazement to J.B’s stories of how he 
had played for Vaughan Williams. 
 
The choir needed rebuilding. We soon became aware 
of that. In accepting J.B’s challenges we did not al-
ways rise to them, and he could be fearsome to the 
point of making us go through the whole evensong 
again after the proper service had finished. Some-
times we would be late for Prebendal tea. He believed 
in high  standards, laughed with us on one day but 
pulled us up sharp the next. Avoiding the withering 
stare, and being quick with the repartee, guaranteed 
sure survival! Discipline was paramount, right down to 
the way in which we processed to the way in which 
we held our copies. And the rewards? 

 One day Mrs. Powell came into the Song 
School with something red. We were going to 
wear new cassocks. There were shiny buckled 
shoes, too. Grey cloaks edged with red would 
keep us warm in the short walk to and from 
school. The growing pride that we felt was 
matched with appearances beyond Chichester, 
in Chartres, and for some of us at Edington, yet 
we could never rest on our laurels. One term I 
would sing on Cantoris, another on Decani. 
Wasn’t this deserting our team? Of course not. 
Both sides were ‘the team’ and, little did I appre-
ciate it then, J.B. was encouraging our flexibility 
to tackle either First or Second Choir lines. To-
day, in my current chamber choir, while others 
will not dare to stray from ‘their’ part, I am quite 
happy to swop about! Another thing – I was go-
ing to leave the choir with a total respect for, 
and no fear of, sight-reading. A formidable team 
of Lay Clerks was also being attracted to Chich-
ester. When we sang ‘The Heavens are Telling’ 
it was always prefaced by Mr. Lansley’s ringing 
tenor recit., then there was Cantoris alto ’Bing’ 
Crosby; Keith Ross; Noel Osborne. My Preben-
dal school day was often livened up by Tony 
Holt, and Alastair Hume, both destined to be-
come King Singers. Richard Seal, assistant or-
ganist, took us on new musical adventures that, 
for all Prebendal pupils of the early 1960s, re-
main long in the memory. 
 
My voice decided to change, suddenly, but for-
tunately during a loud section of ‘Zadok the 
Priest’ at the Southern Cathedrals Festival. Was 
I unhappy? No, because I became a counter-
tenor which eventually led to singing with sev-
eral cathedral choirs. I returned to Chichester to 
train as a teacher, thence to Norfolk and on to 
Devon, getting married on the way and becom-
ing a father of two. I can hold J.B. and Richard 
Seal responsible for my passionate interest in 
British Music and current research for a biogra-
phy, recently published, of the life and music of 
the composer E.J.Moeran. In between times, 
there is a constant quest for the perfect real ale, 
not to mention pride in my children who are both 
at music conservatoires studying Voice! 
 
 

Barry Marsh 1957 - 61. 
 



Mike Matthews (Chorister 
1960 – 1963) 
 
Mike’s highlights whilst in the 
Choir include the first visit to 
Chartres, the televised re-
cording of the choir’s contri-
bution to a Eurovision Carol 
Service and the rebuilding 
and subsequent use of the 
Arundel Screen.  After Chich-
ester he attended Hurstpier-
point College 1964 to 1968, 
Wills Memorial Chapel Choir 
(Bristol) 1969 to 1970 and 
was a member of the Alteri 
Choir (Manchester) 1998 to 
2006.  Mike has had a career 
in pensions with HSBC and is 
married with two children. 

Tim Ayling (Chorister 2006 
– 2010) 
Tim was Senior Chorister in 
his final year in the choir. Tim 
was awarded a Music Schol-
arship to Cranleigh School 
where he has just completed 
his first year. Tim continues 
to sing and is working to-
wards his Grade 8 on French 
Horn. 
 

Nicolas Walker (Chorister 

2003 - 2008) 

Nicolas has just completed his 
GCSE and is entering the sixth 
form at Charterhouse.   His mu-
sical activities still occupy a 
large part of his life and he is 
focusing strongly now on the 
tuba and piano.  

David Ruffer (Chorister 
1963 – 1966, Chorister 
Parent 1993 – 1998 and 
CCCA Chairman since 
2001) 
 
David went on to Hurstpier-
point College with a music 
scholarship, and was a 
Junior at the Royal College 
of Music. He qualified at a 
teacher in 1974, read for a 
B.Mus at Goldsmiths Col-
lege, 1977 and a Masters 
from City University, 1987. 
David had a number of arti-
cles published in the British 
Journal of Music Education 
and took part in Glynde-
bourne's first community 
opera and the early London 
Sinfonietta Education pro-
grammes. He was a Head 
of Music for over 30 years, 
the last seven being at 
Bournemouth School, be-
fore retiring at the end of 
2010. He has a continuing 
interest in music from Java. 
 

Benjamin Ruffer (Chorister 

1993 - 1998) 

Benjamin was a Junior at Trinity 

College, London after leaving 

Chichester. He joined the Army 

after his A’levels and having  

completed his training was posted 

to The Life Guards where he has 

been for 7 years.  Benjamin has 

performed at most ceremonial 

events including the Pope's visit, 

Royal Wedding and most recently 

was the Field Officer's Trumpeter 

on the Queen's Birthday Parade.  

With the band Benjamin has trav-

elled all over Europe, North Korea 

and Nigeria. He was married to 

Claire in the Cathedral in 2007 

and they have two children       

Felicity, who was baptised in the 

Cathedral and Douglas.           

Benjamin is a member of the 

CCCA Committee and set up the 

website. 

News of Past Choristers, most of whom performed in the Gala Concert  

Saturday 24 September 2011.  
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Edward Walker (Chorister 
2006 - 2010) 
 

Edward was awarded a mu-
sic scholarship to Radley and 
continues to play bassoon 
and sings in the school 
chamber and chapel choir. 
He is looking forward to tak-
ing part in the school musical 
"Sweeney Todd" later this 
term. He plays the piano and 
has started learning the gui-
tar.  Edwards also enjoys ath-
letics, specialising in the 
100m and 400m.  
 
Jamie Boyd (Chorister 1987 – 
1992) 
After finishing a music degree 
back in Chichester, Jamie now 
works in the event industry. He 
is working on all sorts of con-
certs, banquets, weddings and 
team building events. Jamie is 
still singing and playing when-
ever possible in and around his 
hometown of Brighton.  

Bob Howse (Chorister 1944 - 
1948) 
 
Bob has been a member of 
the CCCA membership since 
shortly after the association 
started in 1977.  Before then 
he was a member of the Old 
Prebendalians Society.  Bob 
has been a CCCA Committee 
Member for many years and 
has attended several 
Federation of Cathedral Old 
Chorister Associations as the 
CCCA rep. 
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 Summer Reunion  Saturday 2 July 2011 

These 
photographs 
were taken at the 
Cloisters Café 
during the pre 
lunch drinks prior 
to the Summer 
Reunion lunch. At 
the top is Dr. Alan 
Thurlow, Organist 
and Master of the 
Choristers 1980 -
2008, with Tim 
Nott in the 
background.  

The next photo 
down is Dr. John 
Birch, Organist 
and Master of the 
Choristers, 1958-
1980,  with 
Andrew Porter, 
Treasurer.  

Benjamin Ruffer, 
1993-1998, with 
his daughter 
Felicity. He was 
married in the 
cathedral and 
Felicity was 
christened there. 

Then follows Bob 
Howse, 1944 - 
48, with his wife, 
Trish. Bob is a 
long standing 
member of the 
CCCA 
committee.  

The final photo is 
one of the 
presentation of 
the CCCA 
Probationer Prize 
to Alexander 
Timms by David 
Ruffer, Chairman 
CCCA who was 
in the choir 
between 1963 -  
1966. 

More Past Chorister news 
 

Laurence Edwards (Chorister 2006 - 
2010) 
Laurence attends a school in his 
hometown of Romsey and he is enjoying 
living at home!  He was accepted into the 
National Youth Choir last year and 
Laurence attended the summer 
residential course which ended with a 
concert in a lovely church in Banbury. 
 
Andrew Porter (Chorister 1962 - 1965) 
Andrew was educated at Bloxham School 
and then became an Academical Clerk at 
Magdalen College, Oxford under Dr 
Bernard Rose.  He was encouraged by 
Jeremy Suter (Organ Scholar at 
Magdalen and subsequently assistant 
organist at Chichester) to help with the 
“Old Choristers’ Association”.  He 
became its Treasurer in 1981, a post that 
he has held since. His musical 
development has recently been 
enhanced by a passion for the instrument 
that allows for the essential minimalist 
reduction of all scores – the ukulele. 

   With Grateful Thanks 
 

The CCCA Committee would 
like to acknowledge the very 
generous support of the Dean 
and Chapter, not only for the 
spectacular playing by the 
Dean and Precentor in the 
Gala Concert but also in the 
financial help given to the 
Association by waiving the 
fees that would normally have 
been charged for the hire of 
the Cathedral.. 
 



The undoubted highlight of 

the year was the Gala Con-

cert, held in Chichester Ca-

thedral on Saturday 24  

September, to raise money 

for the Scholarship Trust 

Fund; Past Choristers from 

across seven decades 

came together to make   

music in front of a packed 

nave. The current Choir 

sang Stanford in B flat Te 

Deum with the past choris-

ters who belted out the con-

gregation part written by 

C.S. Lang with much gusto 

and even some finesse. The 

Lay Vicars, as Close Com-

pany, performed a medley 

of Barber Shop numbers 

and even the Dean and Pre-

centor got in on the act play-

ing piano, Franz Lehar and 

the cathedral organ, respec-

tively. The proceedings 

were linked together by Dr. 

John Birch, Organist and 

Choirmaster 1958 – 1980, 

whilst his successor, Dr. 

Alan Thurlow, 1980 – 2008,  

was singing in the massed 

choir and the current Organ-

ist and Choirmaster, Sarah, 

Baldock accompanied some 

of the younger performers 

who had only recently left 

the Choir. 

 

Benjamin Ruffer (1993 – 98) 

led the Brass Quintet of The 

Band of the Life Guards, 

with whom he has been 

serving for seven years, in 

three numbers. Their horn 

player was taken ill, and so 

John Pethick, father of the 

current Head Chorister 

played in two of the pieces 

and David Ruffer, 1963 – 

66, the third piece.  

  

Gala Concert - Saturday 24 September 2011 
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Both had already been 

playing in a Horn 

Quartet earlier in the 

concert. After 

expenses, the concert 

raised over £2,500 

which will boost the 

Scholarship Trust 

Fund that currently 

helps four boys in the 

present Choir. 

_________________ 

 

These photos were 

taken by Andrew 

Porter during the 

afternoon rehearsal for 

the Gala Concert. 

 

At the top is The Band 

of the Life Guards 

Brass Quintet, with 

Benjamin Ruffer, 

playing first trumpet 

and David Ruffer, 

sitting in for the ill 

French Horn player. 

  

Tim Ayling,  is 

rehearing part of the 

Strauss Horn 

Concerto, No.1 with 

Tim Ravalde, Assistant 

Organist. 

 

The next photo is of 

Nicholas Hares, alto 

sax being 

accompanied by 

Sarah Baldock, 

Organist and Master 

of the Choristers. 

 

Finally,  Lawrence 

Edwards, 2006-10 

playing the flute. 

 

 



TIMOTHY RAVALDE 
Assistant Organist 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timothy Ravalde was educated at the Nelson 
Thomlinson School, Wigton. While in the sixth 
form he was Organ Scholar of Carlisle Cathe-
dral and became a Fellow of the Royal Col-
lege of Organists. In 2006 he took up the Or-
gan Scholarship for one year at Salisbury Ca-
thedral where his duties included accompany-
ing and directing the Cathedral Choir. 
 
He graduated from Cambridge University in 
2010. As Organ Scholar of St John’s College 
he accompanied the choir for numerous tours, 
the famous annual Advent broadcasts and 
three critically acclaimed CD recordings with 
Chandos, as well as the daily chapel services. 
He also acted as Musical Director of the St 
John’s Singers, the College’s mixed voice 
choir and won the 2009 Brian Runnett Prize 
for organ playing. 
 
He has been Assistant Organist of Chichester 
Cathedral since September 2010 and has also 
recently been appointed Musical Director of 
Fernhurst Choral Society. 
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The Choristers at The Prebendal School  

by Tim Cannell, Headmaster 

The Prebendal School has been the Choir School 
of Chichester Cathedral for over five hundred 
years.  When boys are admitted as Choristers they 
become part of a tradition that is centuries old and 
they receive a musical education that is second to 
none.   
 
Choristers enter the school after an audition and 
become full boarders (although they are allowed 
home on certain nights of the week).  During term 
time they usually sing on five days of the week, 
including three services every Sunday.  In addition 
to this they also take part in special services, con-
certs, broadcasts and occasional foreign tours.  
Wednesday is a ‘dumb day’ when there are no 
choir commitments. 
 
All choristers take piano lessons which are paid for 
by the Cathedral and in addition are encouraged to 
learn an orchestral instrument.  All of the senior 
boys take an active part in supporting the younger 
choristers both in the Cathedral and in the school. 
 
Apart from rehearsals in the Cathedral, during the 
week choristers follow the normal school routine 
but return to the Cathedral for Choral Evensong 
each evening. They play a full and active part in 
the life of the school. Choristers play in sports 
teams and take part in school productions and 
concerts.  Over the past ten years the demands 
placed upon students in relation to academic work 
has increased greatly. Chichester remains one of 
the few cathedrals with just one treble line and the 
pressure to perform both academically and musi-
cally is great. The school and Cathedral have to 
work closely together to ensure the demands 
placed upon the boys are achievable and that pas-
torally they are well supported. The choristers are 
able to take part in most educational day trips and 
some which are further afield, depending on the 
time away and how it fits in to their busy schedule. 
A designated member of staff oversees the      
academic development of the Choristers.  All 
teaching staff are very aware of the extra demands 
placed upon a chorister and work closely with them 
to ensure they do not fall behind in the classroom.  
 
Saturdays are more relaxed as there is no longer 
formal school. This gives an opportunity for the 
choristers to catch up on some of the work they 
may have missed due to rehearsals. After lunch 
they are free to go out with their families or join in 
organised social activities.   



 Julian Charles Debreuil  

 Chorister 1991 - 96 

After completing his studies at the 
Guildhall School of Music & 
Drama and the Royal College of 
Music, Julian Debreuil was ac-
cepted into the Welsh National 
Opera (WNO) Company, with 
whom he had the privilege of per-
forming with for two years along-
side some of the world’s most re-
spected singers, including Bryn 
Terfel, Dennis O’Neill, Nuccia 
Focile, Christopher Purves, 
Robert Hayward, Anne Murray 
and Alistair Miles. 
 
In 2007 Julian left WNO to pursue 
a solo career and has since per-
formed in major venues across 
Europe and the UK with notable 
ensembles and conductors.  
These include The Royal Festival 
Hall and the Royal Philharmonia 
under the baton of Essa-Pekka 
Salonen, with whom he performed 
the bass solo in the world pre-
mière of Magnus Linberg’s Graf-
fiti; the Wigmore Hall with Ian 
Bostridge, Angelika Kirkschlager 
and Julius Drake; the Cadogan 
Hall with Catherine Bott and the 
London Mozart Players conducted 
by Hilary Davon Wetton; St. John 
Smith Square under the direction 
of renowned tenor and conductor 

Herr Peter Schreier; the Ox-
ford Lieder Festival with Roger 
Vignoles and Sarah Walker 
and with the London Handel 
Orchestra, the Constanza 
Consort and the Chameleon 
Arts Orchestra. 
 
Julian has also given recitals 
as part of the Chelsea Schu-
bert Festival, the Christ 
Church Cathedral Recital Se-
ries, the Hertford College 
Chapel Music Series, the 
Gloucester Road Recital Se-
ries and works regularly with 
some of the UK best choral 
societies, such as the Royal 
Choral Society, Canterbury 
Choral Society, the University 
Of Essex Chamber Choir, 
Philharmonia Voices, Philhar-
monia Chorus, Brockham 
Choral Society and Oundle & 
District Choral Society. 
Forthcoming engagements 
this year include The Messiah, 
Handel, with the Constanza 
Consort, the Godalming Cho-
ral Society and the Branden-
burg Baroque Sinfonia; The 
Crucifixion Stainer and Dido & 
Aeneas Purcell with Morley 
College Choral Society; Req-
uiem Mass Mozart in Peter-
borough Cathedral.  
 
In 2012 Julian will perform the 
A. H. Gomme reconstruction 
of Markus Passion J. S. Bach 
with the Birmingham Bach 
Choir and the London Ba-
roque Sinfonia, conducted by 
Paul Spicer; Matthäus Passion 
J. S. Bach  with The Berlin 
Festival Orchestra and the 
European Vocal Soloists in 
Berlin, conducted by Stefan 
Bevier; Messa di Requiem 
Verdi with the Constanza Con-
sort, conducted by Joanna 
Tomlinson; Ein Deutches Req-
uiem Brahms with the Ham-
stead Chamber Choir and The 
Hill Singers, conducted by 
Iestyn Evans and the Messa di 

Gloria Puccini with the Oundle & 
District Choral Society.  On the 
recital platform he will perform 
Liederkreis op. 39 Robert Schu-
mann and a selection of English 
Song at the Stuckeridge Literary 
Arts Festival. 
In addition to his responsibilities 
as a soloist, Julian is still pas-
sionate about the music he grew 
up singing as a chorister at 
Chichester Cathedral.  In 2000-
2001 he was a Lay-clerk with the 
choir of Rochester Cathedral 
and, more recently, in 2008-2009 
at Winchester Cathedral.  He is a 
regular deputy Lay-clerk with the 
choirs of Westminster Abbey and 
St. Paul’s Cathedral and is a 
member of the professional en-
semble at St. James’ Roman 
Catholic Church, Spanish Place, 
in Marylebone.  To mark the 
400th Anniversary of the death of 
Spanish composer Tomás Luis 
de Victoria, the choir of St. 
James’ will be singing all his 
mass settings throughout 2011. 
 
Julian is also a busy singing 
teacher, all students having been 
either awarded choral scholar-
ships to university chapel choirs 
or solo vocal scholarships to Brit-
ish and American conserva-
toires.  Other students have 
gone on to enjoy solo careers of 
their own and to sing with top 
professional ensembles such as 
the Monteverdi Choir, The Six-
teen, Polyphony and the BBC 
Singers. 
 
In his spare time Julian is an 
avid sportsman.  He plays foot-
ball, squash, table tennis and 
athletics and is a keen practitio-
ner of Ashtanga Yoga, in which 
he hopes to qualify as a teacher 
at some point in the future. 
 —————————————— 
Were you in the Choir during the 
80s and 90s? What have you 
done since leaving the  Choir.  
Drop us a line on 
info@chichestercca.co.uk  
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Betty Lias RIP : A Eulogy from The Dean,  Nicholas Frayling  
given at her funeral in The Lady Chapel  on 17 January 2012 

 
Penang, Seaton, Ashford, Folkestone, Chichester.  It sounds rather like one of those questions in 
‘Round Britain Quiz’:  what is the connection between these places?  The answer of course is that they 
all found a place in the life of Betty Lias. 
 
Betty was born in Penang.  Her father died when she was only 10 and the family moved to Devon and 
then to Kent to care for a relative who had been profoundly damaged working on the Burma Railway. 
 
Betty travelled to work at the College of Arms and at the Pilgrim Trust, in both of which organisations 
she made lasting friendships.  When her mother died, and partly through the influence of her close 
friend Clare Attwater, Betty decided to move to Chichester.  This she did in 1982, thus preparing for 
engagement with the great love of her life – Chichester Cathedral, and especially its music. 
 
The life of a Chorister in the 1980s was rather different from today – not of course in the 
professionalism, the quest for musical excellence, and the satisfaction and opportunity which a 
Chorister’s life brings in equal measure, but in the more austere conditions of life in preparatory schools 
at that time.  Parents were only allowed to visit about once a term and boarding conditions were strict.  
 
Thus Betty became an honorary Godmother to successive generations of choristers.  One of these, 
Alex Walsh, who is abroad and regrets not being able to be with us today, has written very movingly, in 
words which find an echo among many others. Alex describes Betty as ‘part of the fabric of Cathedral 
life, as immutable as the stones themselves’.  To choristers and parents alike, she provided a point of 
familiar contact and stability outside the daily life of school and cathedral services. 
 
Among her regular contributions were lunches at the Dolphin and Anchor and Afternoon Tea in 
Hadley’s, a local café,  with little groups of choristers who – and I quote again – ‘received our first 
schooling in the etiquette of formal meals, the art of polite, intellectual conversation…  The ability to 
broaden my horizons and my outlook on life.’  Truly a very different age, but what a wonderful and 
enduring example for those children. 
 
Nor did Betty’s interests cease when choristers moved on to their senior school and beyond.  She 
followed the fortunes of ex-choristers and kept in touch with many, remembering anniversaries and 
important occasions in their lives until very recently. 
 
When I came to Chichester in 2002, Alan Thurlow (who is playing the organ today) introduced me to 
Betty and told me of the immense contribution which she had made to the life and wellbeing of the 
Choir.  In these last years in Aldwick, where she was very well cared for at Royal Bay, she would 
continue to say that, as she tried to say her prayers, she would remember the Cathedral each day, and 
remember us at Evensong. 
 
Shortly before Betty died, peacefully in St Richard’s Hospital, she was talking about the Choir and the 
power and consolation of music in worship, and of language in the Book of Common Prayer.  We talked 
about the worship of Heaven and prayed together the prayer of John Donne which we shall be praying 
shortly – the prayer which speaks of our ‘last awakening’ and ‘one equal music’. 
 
So, Betty would be the first to say, there is no cause to be sad today.  We give thanks for her life and 
the many lives that she touched.  And amidst the complexities of ill health, pain and suffering in this life 
- whatever may befall us – we can recall the wisdom of the Psalmist ‘Even there shall thy hand lead me 
and thy right hand shall hold me.’   
 
That is all we need to know as we commend Betty’s soul into the care and keeping of her heavenly 
father, with trust in the words and promises of Jesus who reminded us that ‘I am the way, the truth, and 
the life’. 
 
May she rest in peace and rise in glory.  Amen.  



 Hayling Island - August 1951 

 Christmas 1948 

Page 9 CCCA Newsletter  

       Miss Jean McKenzie  Mrs France (Matron)     ARDJ           Mr Frost 
 Peter Abbot,   ???  Brown, David Greabe,  Robert Howse, Richard Bashford, Matthew Bettenson 
                            Peter Sanderson, Tim Harrison, Michael Albany, Simon Stoodley 
   Richard Place, David Myers, Peter Begbie, John Wall, Humphrey Langlands,   
       Jeremy White,  Peter Brockett, Max Sermain 
 

     Mr Spencer        Stewart Kershaw  
       ARDJ,   ?Spence,   ?Robin,    (unnamed heads),                 Peter Begbie              Miss Perry 
            Simon Stoodley Miss McKenzie 
        David Graebe, Humphrey Langlands, John Wall, Richard Place,  Peter  Williams, Michael Plumridge? 
         Richard Codd? 

Thanks to Richard Place who sent us these photographs.   
Can anyone name the un-named heads?  Please send to info@chichestercca.co.uk  



Summer Reunion  

Saturday 26 May 
 
Have you filled in and returned 
the enclosed booking form? 
 
1. Pre-lunch drinks 
2. BBQ Lunch 
3. Tour of the School 
4. AGM 
5. Tea 
6. Evensong 
7. Beer and Skittles 
 
Are you singing at Evensong? 
 
Have you included a cheque? 
 
Use this opportunity to pay 
your annual subscription (£12) 
if you do not pay by Bankers 
Order or if you are not already 
a member then this will be an 
easy way to join! 
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 Election of Officers at the AGM 

 The following Officers of the Association need to 

be elected. 

Chairman 

Hon. Secretary 

Event Secretary 

Treasurer 

Committee members from 40s, 50s 60s,70s, 80s, 

90s and 00s. We can have up to 12 on the Commit-

tee and co-opt extra people if need be.  

Who can stand? Any paid up member of the 

CCCA; this includes, past choristers, chorister par-

ents, lay vicars, teachers from the Prebendal 

School, past and present. 

If you want to stand, please complete the form   

below and send it with your booking form for the 

Summer Reunion by Friday 18 May 2012.  

Alternatively email your nominations to 

info@chichestercca.co.uk   

2012 CCCA  Elections 

 

Name ………………………………………………………. 

 

I would like to stand as, or propose the following for: 

 

Chairman …………………………..…………………….. 

 

Hon. Sec. ………………………………..……………….. 

 

Event Secretary …………………………………………. 

 

Treasurer ……………………..……….………………… 

 

Committee  member(s) ……..…………………………. 

 

…………………………………...…………………………… 

Send to Dily Ruffer, CCCA Event Secretary 

40 Beaufort Road, Bournemouth BH6 5AN 

by Friday 18 May 2012 

How do I become a 

fully paid up member 

of the CCCA? 

Send your name and address 

with a cheque for £12, made 

payable to the CCCA to 

Andrew Porter, Treasurer, 81 

Alywn Road, Maidenhead,  Berks 

SL6  5EJ 



 Choir news from Sarah Baldock 

CCCA Funds 

The financial aspect of our association seems to 

have settled recently. Income from subscriptions 

is currently at £1387 compared to £1100 last 

year. This is a reassuring increase. We also se-

cured some excess from both the summer and 

Advent reunions (£49 and £67).  Under the 

guardianship of Tim Nott, our sales of association 

paraphernalia have now also increased giving us 

a profit of £53. This together with generous contri-

butions to our raffles (which amounted to £112) 

has given us a comfortable margin against our 

current outgoings of £860. Although there is likely 

to be some further expenses from the next news-

letter mailing, our end of year out-turn should 

leave us with a reasonable excess of income. 

The main financial activity of the year of course 

has been based upon the gala concert in aid of 

our scholarship trust fund (see elsewhere for the 

concert report). As a result of a sell out of tickets 

and the generosity of the Dean and Chapter in 

waiving the Cathedral’s expenses on this occa-

sion, we made an overall profit of £2682.  

Association members have also contributed £880 

towards the scholarship fund. This is a notable 

achievement. 
 

Scholarship Funds 

The scholarship trust is currently supporting 4 pro-

bationers / choristers, which is a tremendous under-

taking for us, and one for which we must be rightly 

proud. 

 

Total donations this year from all sources amount to 

£4541. To this we receive Gift Aid tax returns of 

£538. Our current investments amount to £353,933, 

and annual interest to date (there is another divi-

dend payable before the year end) is £13,348. 

 

Total outgoings for this year will be £18,098. There 

is likely to be a small short fall due to a reduction is 

dividend payment rate this year, but this will easily 

be covered from our healthy reserves fund.  

 

I look forward to the financial market settling down 
with a recovery of dividend payments which should 
not be too far away.                         

  

Treasurers’ Comment, Andrew Porter (February 2012) 
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The Cathedral Choir sang Choral Evensong at St Peter’s Church, Henfield on Saturday 12  
February and had a wonderful welcome there.  On 10 March the Choir gave a concert at Ard-
ingly College including Duruflé Requiem 
 

Music scholarship news: 
The two Choristers, who leave the Choir at the end of the Summer Term 2012 have both won  
Music Scholarships. Congratulations to them! 
Matthew Peskett to Ardingly College and  Isaac Waddington to Portsmouth Grammar School. 

FORTHCOMING CHOIR 
EVENTS 
 
Wednesday 21 March 6pm  
Sung Eucharist to commemorate 
Thomas Cranmer / 350 anniver-
sary of Book of Common Prayer 

Friday 23 March  
Tim Cannell, Head Master of 
Prebendal and a chorister fly to 
New York as part of our  
St Thomas 5th Avenue Chorister 
exchange 
 

1-8 April Holy Week and 
Easter services  
including Diocesan Chrism 
Eucharist  
 

Friday 6 April  
Choristers taking part in Bach  St 
Matthew Passion with the  
Hanover Band in The Cathedral 
 

Wednesday 25 April 3.30pm  
BBC Radio 3  Evensong to be 
transmitted live 
 

Saturday 26 May 
CCCA  Evensong, Beer &  
Skittles! 

Saturday 16 June 3.30pm  
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee  
service 
 
Sat 30 June & Sun 1 July  
Ordination services 
 
Sun 1 July 11am  
Festivities Eucharist  
 
19-21 July 
Southern Cathedrals Festival in 
Salisbury 
 
Sunday 22 July 
Dismissal of Choristers Evensong 



CAROL SERVICES 

Please apply for 

Carol Service tickets 

From: 

The Royal Chantry 

Cathedral Cloisters 

Chichester 

West Sussex  

PO19 1PX 

 

01243 782595 

info@chichestercathedral.org.uk  

40 Beaufort Road, Bournemouth, Dorset  BH6 5AN 

Phone: 01202 427 485 

E-mail: DvdRuffer@aol.com 

Date for your diary  

Advent Reunion 2012 

Saturday  1 December 
The Advent Procession, starts at 6.00pm with the  

Reunion to be held after the service in the Cloisters 

Café.   

 

If you are attending the service,  you are requested to 

be in your seats by 5.45pm, at the very latest. Seats are 

reserved for us, as usual, in the Quire.  

 

The Service normally ends at about 7.10pm. 

 

Full details will appear in the Autumn Newsletter or visit 

the website www.chichestercca.co.uk 

 

 CCCA Chairman - David Ruffer 

CCCA 

Committee  We 

are looking to elect  

new members 

at this year’s AGM.  

Past Choristers  

from the 70s, 80s 

and 90s would be 

especially welcome. 

 E-mail 

Are you on email? Would you 

like to help the CCCA save 

money? With printing and post-

age costs rising, we can send 

your newsletters and informa-

tion by email.  

Please send your email address 

to info@chichestercca.co.uk 


