
At the May 2009 AGM of the 
Federation of Cathedral Old 
Chorister Associations in St 
Edmundsbury, it became clear 
that the CCCA was the only 
Old Chorister Association to 
be financially supporting boys 
in the choir with bursaries in 
addition to the 50% scholar-

ship awarded by the Dean and 
Chapter. 
The Scholarship Trust Fund, 
started in 2000,currently sup-
ports two choristers, and will 
from September 2009 help a 

third, thanks to donation from 
Tim Hill, a past chorister who 
left the choir in December 
1962. 
The Trust hopes to be in a posi-
tion to increase the number of 
awards to four by September 
2010 thanks the fund raising 
efforts of the membership and 

donations from individuals. We 
are planning a Gala Concert on 
Saturday 17 September 2011 
in the Cathedral, when we hope 
many of you will be able to take 
part! 

CCCA Scholarship Trust Fund to  

awards a Third Bursary. 

The article and  
picture below 
are from the 
1940‘s but can 
anyone identify 
the boys?  
Any information, 
please contact 
David Ruffer, 
CCCA Chair-
man, 
DvdRuffer@aol.
com or write to 
him at 40 Beau-
fort Road, 
Bournemouth, 
BH6 5AN  
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Peter Begbie, Chorister 1943 — 49 , an appreciation by Bob Howse, 
who was also chorister with Peter during the Second World War years. 
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It is with sadness that I have to report the death of 
Peter Begbie.  He had been unwell for some time, 
and his condition worsened suddenly and he died 
on the 18th October 2008. 
 
Both he and I were in the choir at the same time, 
he on Decani and myself on Cantoris.  The choir-
boys marched in from Prebendal in double file in 
similar fashion as today and rehearsals were held 

in the room which is now the priest‘s vestry in the 
South Transept. 
 
Relating to activities in and associated with the 
school, he used to go down to the cellar in the old 
building and enjoy roller skating with some of his 
other friends. They used to live dangerously in this 
practice, and from what I remember I was not par-
ticularly interested apart from being an occasional 
spectator! 
 
One of the initiating practices was the 'elephant 

walk‘, held in the 'long dorm‘.  Each of the 'old lags' 
had to stand at the end of his bed holding his pil-
low and the new boys had to run as fast as possi-
ble to the other end, avoiding as many pillows as 
possible that rained down on him, some not all that 
soft! 
 
Sport, such as Soccer and Cricket, featured in the 
school timetable and we all used to march in dou-
ble file down St. Richard's Walk, passing the Dean-
ery on our left, until we came to the fields behind.  
We were regularly drawn to play against Oakwood, 

Westbourne House and Avisford. 
 
The 'Hurdis' Organ, which now stands outside the 
Lady Chapel, was housed for a period in the Pre-
bendal School when we were there.  Peter was the 
only one allowed to use it, as he was the most ad-
vanced piano scholar.  Naturally everybody else 
wanted to compete!   He also occasionally played 
the final organ Voluntary in the Cathedral too. 
 
David Ruffer, CCCA Chairman writes: 
 

Peter was a great Committee man, wholly commit-
ted to supporting the current foundation as well as 
trying to keep in touch with past choristers. He 
sang at the Wedding of Bishop Morris and Anne 
Maddocks and always considered himself to be not 
only one of Hawkey‘s boys but her‘s as well, He 
continued to visit them when they were resident in 
Chichester.  

 A well respected mariner, he has ended his ca-
reer in Wales as Harbour Master at Milford Ha-
ven.  
 
Peter was an invaluable proof reader and organ-
ised much of the merchandise for the CCCA. 
 
He had a fund of stories from his years in the 
choir from seeing German bombers flying low 

over the Prebendal playing field to the horrors of 
bloater paste, donated by Shipphams to the luck-
less boys! 
 
Peter continued piano playing, accompanying in 
the last CCCA Gala Concert, in 2005, he was 
very clubbable and had a dry sense of humour. 
 
Peter will be much missed, our thought and sym-
pathy go to Helen, his wife, and their family. 
 

 Hugh Curtis, 1915 - 2008 

Born on October 3rd 1915, he was educated at 
the Trinity School of John Whitgift, Croydon, 

University College, Southampton and Bede 
College, Durham.  
 
After qualifying as a teacher in 1939, he served 
as an army P.T. instructor and as a Radar 
Engineer in R.E.M.E during the war. He then 
taught at the Royal Masonic School, the City 
Boys‘ Grammar School, Leicester and the 
Thomas Coram Foundling Hospital School, 
Berkhamsted.  
 
Hugh began his association with Shoreham 

College (then Shoreham Grammar School) in 
1954. He was a resident Housemaster and P.E. 
teacher and also taught General Science and 
Physics before becoming Director of Music and 
Rodney Housemaster, finally retiring in 1979.  
 
He was best known around the cathedral for his 
work as Chairman of Friends of Cathedral 
Music for the Diocese.  Hugh was also a keen 
photographer and some of many photographs 
of the choir over many years are in the CCCA 
archive. The CCCA made him an Honorary 

Member of the Association in 2005.   There is a 
photograph of Hugh on Page 9. 



 It‘s Easter choir 
holidays, the table 
tennis and snooker 
tables are out once 
again in Richmond 
Hall.  However Mr. 
Nason takes all of us 
choristers to the 
―Coke Can‖ other-
wise known as the 
school minibus.    
 

Once we‘ve all piled 
in we set off to a un-
disclosed location (I 
still don‘t know 
where we went!) 
however we ended 
up in a forest with 
lots and lots of pine 
trees. 

We were then split up 
into two teams, yes 
you‘ve guessed it 
Cantoris and Decani, 
each team was given 
a flag each, then we 
were given some-
thing like 5-10 min-
utes to go and hide to 
flags.   
 

I remember one such 
time we hid our flag 
in a mound very cun-
ningly so we didn‘t 
have to defend it, off 
we set to find our op-
ponent and after cap-
turing their flag we 
had to go and find 
ours, however there 

was a problem had 
we not only lost the 
place where we had 
hidden it, when 
eventually found the 
flag, it turned out our 
mound was an ant 
hill!!! 
 

After playing this for 
a couple of hours we 
then got back in the 
tin can and started 
the journey back, but 
always stopping at 
Little Chef paid for 
by Mr. Nason. 
 
 

I have many fond memories 
of Christmas Day at school 
whilst in the choir.  Eating 
copious amounts of choco-
late, (whether permitted or 
not, I can‘t remember) and 
causing chaos in the school 
playing Kikipegs, (please 
excuse spelling).     

 
Running around the school 
in the dark with fellow con-
temporaries, often in areas 
which were usually out of 
bounds was a novelty and 
very exciting.  I remember 
two years in particular.  My 
first year, I remember brag-
ging to other choristers 
about how I was never 
caught by Mr Thurlow.  This 

was true.  What I didn‘t relay 
to them is that I hid in a linen  

Capture the Flag  

by Benjamin Ruffer (Chorister 1993 –1998) 
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 Kee-kee-pegs/ Kikipegs  
 

Andrew Beecheno (Chorister 1986-1991). 

cupboard outside the bath-

room for the best part of an 

hour, (not really grasping the 

game).   

 

It wasn‘t until I got cramp in 
most limbs, boredom set in 

and I heard other folk running 
about having fun, so I de-
cided to relocate and join in 
the pandemonium.  My final 
year I remember for a differ-
ent reason.  Running up the 
stairs outside St Peter‘s dor-
mitory, my eye was greeted 
by Alex Walsh approaching 
at speed brandishing a torch.  
The collision and intense 
pain was somewhat devas-

tating, as was the black eye 
that followed over the coming 
days! 

Beer and Skittles  

Saturday 4 April 2009  

at the Four Chesnuts in 

The Hornet. 
 

Once again Chorister Parents 
proved were triumphant in this 
annual match. The Close team 
clearly missed the demon Dean 
even though the Precentor did his 
best!  
 

This year for the first time, we had 
a past chorister team with two 
recent past choristers, Jonathan 
Doyle and Nick Walker who took 
on Dr. Thurlow‘s role as skittle 
putter upper. 
 

Final Scores 

Chorister Parents 2            194 
Committee and friends       187 
Chorister Parents 1            182 
Past Choristers and Close 163 
 

Michaela Whyte-Venables won 
the prize for the highest score. 
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 Destinations of leaving Choristers 

The origins of the CCCA by Richard 

Cock, former chorister, lay vicar and 

Assistant Organist.  
 

In 1975 for the 900th Anniversary of Chichester 
Cathedral a lot of old choristers attended events and I 

was amazed that there was no association to organize 
events for them - it was all a little haphazard.  I spoke 
to JB and he said go ahead and try to organize a 
summer re-union - I got the feeling it had been tried 
before without success. 
 

I was a lay-vicar at the time, but interested in the idea 
of getting people together - it was obvious that there 
was a great love of the Cathedral and of the tradition 
and of JB.   So I roped in help from various people who 
had names and addresses and with the help of the 
Banda machine, sent out letters and the thing snow-
balled and after a year or so we had a small committee 

to help: David Graebe, Michael Waterhouse, Alex 
Villiers - all helped. 
 

Meg and Hoppy Reid, who were great supporters, did 
the catering, Anne Eyre later did it, Joe Croney 
supplied sherry and wine.  It was really a very home-
grown effort - but very successful and on a very small 
budget - mostly mine!! 
 

It was basically a summer gathering once a year.  I had 
tried and made contact with the larger organisation of 
Chorister Societies. 
 

The Clergy and staff were always very helpful - we 
used JB's garden and for the last one that I did I think 
we tagged onto SCF and used their facilities. 

James Grimwood – Tonbridge – Music Scholarship 

Harry Papa – Uppington – Music Scholarship 

Hugo van Heck – Charterhouse – Exhibition Scholarship 

William Wallace – Charterhouse – Music Scholarship 

Congratulations to the those leaving the Choir at the 
end of this term who have been successful in winning 
awards to their new schools. We wish them every 
success. 

CCCA website 
 

We are seeking people‘s memories of their 
time in the choir or maybe things that 
happened during a CCCA Reunion; I am sure 
the Porter family are very fed up with the 

story of their infant's mishap in the pond at 
No. 2 St Richard's Walk, that  we have 
covered! 
 

We also need any old photos of the choir or 
reunions that you might like to send. Digital or 
scanned photos rather than hard copies 
would be best, together with who is in the 
photo and when and where it was taken.  
 

We are trying to build up an on-line archive.  
 

Please send any material you would like to be 
included to David Ruffer, e.mail address 
dvdruffer@aol.com  or postal address on 
page 12 

 CCCA Reunions 
 I think the first reunion I attended was in 
1976, with my wife to be.  That may have 
been before the Association was officially 
launched. Before that  past Choristers used to 
attend the Carol Service, just one in those 
days, held on the Sunday after Christmas 

Day. We used to lunch in the Ship Hotel in a 
back room. 
 
Some of us did camp out one year when the 
SCF was at Chichester, I forget which year. 
We set up tents on the tennis courts, I think 
Barry Marsh organised it and got permission 
from Bernard Bate the then Headmaster, 
though I would not be surprised if he had not! 
 
In the early days, before the Bell Rooms or 
Cloisters Café, the Summer Reunion used to 

be held in various parts of the Close, often at 
the Deanery, though I rather suspect that 
muddy feet on white carpet a rainy Reunion 
Day put the kibosh on that! 
 
One year, the ladies in the Close went 
raspberry picking for the Reunion lunch which 
was one of those held in the Deanery on a 
balmy day so we ate on the lawn by the Ha 
Ha. 
 
David Ruffer (1963—1966) 



I don‘t need to mention 
that it is generally a 
very bad time for fi-
nances and savings 
but I am very happy to 
report that we have 
had a successful year 
moneywise. 
 

The first success I 
wish to mention is that 
subscription income 
now covers all the ma-
jor expenditures such 
as Newsletter mailings 
and the Once a Cho-
rister magazine. We 
are expecting a sur-
plus of £400 at the 
year end which will 
help to cover the ex-

penses incurred in set-
ting up the Associa-
tion‘s own website. 
 
Another continuing 
success is the mainte-
nance of the Choral 
Foundation record 
book which year by 
year documents all 
those who have been 
involved in the cathe-

dral‘s music. 
 

Yet another of our suc-
cesses is the wonder-
ful way that you have 
been so generous with 
your contributions to-
wards the Scholarship 
Fund. Apart from the 
few who subscribe di-
rectly to the Trust the 

Association has raised 
£580 via enhanced 
subscriptions which 
has been gift aided to 
the scholarship fund. 
This will gross up to 
£743, which will make 
a notable addition to 
our fund. Thank you. 
 
Having mentioned the 
Scholarship Fund, I 

can report that we 
have received 2 major 
donations which will 
increase the number 
of choristers that we 
are able to support. 
We have been the 
very fortunate benefici-
ary in the will of Ed-
ward Brown who had 
developed a fond rela-
tionship with the ca-

thedral and the choir, 
although he was not a 
Chichester resident, 

and who has be-
queathed us in excess 
of £25,000. 
 
We have also been 
most fortunate to have 
been able to set up the 
Tim Hill fund following 
the very generous gift 

of £50,000 (which will 
amount to £64,100 
once gift aid has been 
claimed). Tim is a for-
mer chorister from the 
early 1960s. We cur-
rently support 2 choris-
ters though bursaries 
that we supply, and in 
time we now look for-
ward to setting up 2 
further part bursaries. 

How fortunate we are 
to have such generous 
benefactors. Long may 
this continue and flour-
ish. 
 
 
Andrew Porter 
Hon. Treasurer. 

Treasurers Report for 2007—2008 

 SCF at  Chichester 2010  -  Organ Recital 
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When the SCF has been at Chichester for the past five occasions, the CCCA 

has sponsored  the Thursday Organ Recital. Next year there is likely to a 

shortfall between the monies we have set aside and the Organists fee. If you 

feel able to help by making a contribution, please send a cheque, made 

payable to CCCA, to Andrew Porter, Treasurer 81 Alywn Road, 

Maidenhead,  Berks SL6 5EJ, marking it Organ Recital on the back please. 

Any help would be greatly appreciated. Sarah Baldock hopes that the 

Organist for the recital will be Thomas Trotter. 

 

Although we have set money aside over the last three years, costs have risen 

and so there will be a shortfall without your help. 



 Thoughts on the Choir by a current chorister 

                             Edward Walker   

and Senior Choristers were James Grimwood 

and William Wallace. The most important 

event for us was the 900th Anniversary of the 

Cathedral, and we had to learn a new piece 

specially composed for the celebration. It 

started as a normal Friday with our usual 8.15 

early practise then we had lessons, returning 

to the cathedral at 4.45 for practise then at 

6pm we had a Sung Eucharist instead of the 

usual Evensong. There were lots of special 

guests such as some clergy from Bamberg, 

the Deans of Salisbury and Winchester, the 

Bishops of Horsham and Lewes as well as our 

own Bishop John. Afterwards, we all met the 

Archbishop of Canterbury at the bottom of the 

stairs by the Song School, and we all shook 

his hand. On Saturday, our normal routine 

changed completely. After our midday practise 

and lunch we went back to the Cathedral 

where there were lots of activities for children, 

like brass rubbing. I did one of a dog, and my 

friend Tim did a dragon. There was a Sung 

Eucharist for Bishop George Bell that evening. 

As we were going to be very busy on Sunday, 

we all had to board on Saturday night. 

Archbishop Rowan preached at the 11.00 am 

Eucharist on Sunday, I remember that he 

spoke about ―Who are you? Who is your 

brother?‖ After Evensong we all went home 

for well-earned rest. 

 

 

This is my third year in the choir, having 

started in 2006 as a Probationer when Tom 

Hollister was Head Chorister - he‘s one of the 

best singers I‘ve ever heard, and Dr Thurlow 

was Organist. I really enjoyed my first year 

when we were all getting used to boarding. 

We did not sing in the cathedral very much at 

the beginning, but we started singing some 

settings of the Magnificat and the Nunc Dimit-

tis and some anthems after half term. We got 

some days off when the ―fully-fledged‖ choris-

ters were away singing at special places like 

Chartres and the Festival Theatre. I got to go 

home on 9th December. My next two terms 

were really good too, one very special day 

was when Dr Thurlow asked me to come in to 

sing Allegri‘s Miserere, he said I was the first 

Probationer to do this! 

In my second year, Barnaby Wynter was 

Head and Nick Walker was Senior Chorister, 

and finally I was made a Chorister. I was bus-

ier than I had ever been, I loved being in the 

Advent and Christmas services, having 

kickipegs after our Christmas Party. The 

Easter term was very different, as Dr Thurlow 

announced he was leaving, and also Barnaby, 

Nick and Jonathan Doyle had to leave when 

their voices broke. There were auditions for 

the new Organist, which Sarah Baldock ‗won‘. 

At the end of term we all had Easter eggs 

shaped like Dr Thurlow, which were made by 

Mrs Thurlow. I still haven‘t eaten mine - I am 

keeping it at home in a safe place! We all miss 

Dr Thurlow because he was a very inspiring 

person, he was always really calm, and I can‘t 

ever remember him raising his voice to any-

one. I really like it when he and Mrs Thurlow 

come to the cathedral. The summer meant a 

new term and a new era for all the choristers. 

At first we were not sure about Miss Baldock, 

but we soon came to realise she was the best 

new organist we could possibly have. We had 

SCF at Winchester, Dismissal of Choristers 

and then the Summer Holidays. 

At the beginning of this year our new Head 
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Dily Ruffer, past chorister wife 

and mother, but now CCCA Sec-

retary writes: 

After interruptions to my training 

e.g. the birth of my two grandchil-

dren 13 days apart and Granny just 

having to visit them (perfect ex-

cuse!) and then getting the “real” 

flu only 3 weeks before the event, I 

was really concerned I might not 

finish the race. 

The weather the day before the 

race was truly horrendous with 

high winds and driving rain.  

David and I were staying with 

some friends just outside Hastings 

and I wondered if I would be able 

to get out the following day as 

trees were threatening to fall along 

their half a mile driveway, but all 

was well on the day albeit very 

grey and cold. 

The runners all collected outside 

the Town Hall in the centre of 

Hastings.  The race started on time 

at 09:30 and we initially did two 

circuits of central Hastings before 

heading out the town.  Within half 

a mile of the start, the climb to get 

out of the town started.   The first 8 

miles were a real slog, not only 

being one of the steepest climbs of 

the race but the runners encoun-

tered a heavy shower of rain at 3 

miles and then suffering fog which 

is not the best running conditions 

especially as we had to run with 

traffic at fingertip distance! 

 

The runners all collected outside 

the Town Hall in the centre of 

Hastings.  The race started on 

time at 09:30 and we initially did 

two circuits of central Hastings 

before heading out the town.  

Within half a mile of the start, the 

climb to get out of the town 

started.   The first 8 miles were a 

real slog, not only being one of 

the steepest climbs of the race but 

the runners encountered a heavy 

shower of rain at 3 miles and then 

suffering fog which is not the 

best running conditions especially 

as we had to run with traffic at 

fingertip distance! 

 

My support group, my husband 

David, my daughter Sophie and 

fiancé, Simon, my son Benjamin 

as well as Claire and 10 week old 

grand-daughter, Felicity, and of 

course my cocker spaniel, Bima, 

all waved St Perrin’s (Cornish) 

flags.  I cannot explain the excite-

ment of seeing the waving of a 

6foot and 4foot flags and the 

hand held ones twitching from a 

distance as I ran towards them.  It 

was a wonderful sight to see 

when you feel totally drained and 

all you can hear are the cries of 

“well done” and “hoorah” greet-

ing me as I stumbled along! 

By the time I got to Battle (8 

miles) the field had spread out to 

single file.   Most of the drink 

stations were sited in pub car 

parks which sounded a wonderful 

idea to my supporters, who had 

planned a pub crawl around the 

26mile route, but they had not 

taken into account that pubs did 

not open until 12noon, being a 

Sunday! 

 

There were numerous drink sta-

tions which was great but I found 

that I had taken too much fluid 

on board by the time I reached 

about 12miles (Catsfield) and 

just had to do a “Paula Radcliffe” 

but using some roadside bushes 

as camouflage!  Feeling better I 

was able to pick my feet up and 

trudge up yet another long gruel-

ling hill! 

 

The miles just came and went 

and by the time I reached the half 

way mark I had been running for 

2hours 17minutes which I was 

pleased with considering the 

never ending hills we had already 

encountered.  (Calculating a fin-

ishing time of a marathon is: half 

marathon time, double it and add 

20minutes so this equalled 

5hours 4 minutes!). 

The weather was getting colder 

so I had to put my jumper on but 

it made no difference really as I 

think I had left it too late as I was 

quite chilled.   I thought…. I 

must run faster …. some hope! 

 

About Mile 16 (Sidley) I was 

beginning to feel quite drained 

but I still had another 10 miles to 

go.  I had mentally thought that 

this stage of the run would be 

hard because as you enter Bexhill 

the race turned right towards 

Cooden, which if you know the 

area means you are running away 

from Hastings, so this was tough. 

 

Continued on page 8 

 

 Heroic sponsored run by the Hon. Sec. for the Scholarship Trust Fund, 

The Hastings Centenary Marathon, Sunday 14 December 2008  
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Another Paula Radcliffe moment was 

required but I was now in a built up 

area so this would be difficult.  I spot-

ted people collecting around a church 

hall door and wondered from a dis-

tance if I could ask if I could use their 

facilities but decided against it having 

to explain myself! I spotted a enor-

mous cedar tree with a factory type 

building behind it so being a Sunday 

and the factory being closed, I decided 

I would be safe from being seen.  I 

squatted and then looked up to see 

people in the church hall looking out 

of the window!  All dignity was taken 

away from me in an instant!  Head 

held high, off I went again and hoped 

no-one had recognised me from the 

days I lived in the area! 

 

The next part of the run was along a 

long, flat road which meant you could 

see the how far behind you were.  I 

was longing to see those St Perrin 

flags again but being about 1pm by 

this time, I thought they must be in a 

cosy pub somewhere having a warm-

ing pint! How sensible I thought!  We 

weaved our way through the Colling-

ton area and finally found ourselves 

on the Overcliffe and then down onto 

the Bexhill promenade.   Suddenly I 

saw the St Perrin’s flags way in the 

distance and instantly was able to snap 

myself out of the doom and gloom of 

the run and started trying to pick my 

feet up again to meet them.  They 

were standing outside the De la Warr 

Pavilion, the famous art deco Grade 1 

listed building.   I asked if they had 

my gloves handy as my hands were 

raw, “no”, they replied.  I ran on 

around the pavilion and towards Gully 

Hill.  I suddenly saw Benjamin run-

ning towards me with my gloves, what 

a hero and oh! what bliss to put them 

on! 

Just before reaching mile 23, we had 

the last hill, Gully Hill.  The drink sta-

tion at the base of the hill offered hot 

tea but I could not cope with this so 

declined (I found out at the end that 

they were also offered bacon sand-

wiches!).  Then there was a shock, be-

tween miles 23-24, the runners sud-

denly found themselves ON the beach!  

No, the beach is not golden sand but 

made up of enormous stones!  These 

were really difficult to run on, espe-

cially at this stage of the race, being so 

tired, as it was two steps forward and 

one step slipping back.  Luckily around 

one thousand runners had gone before 

me so they had started to make a path 

of sorts having trampled the stones 

slightly down.  It was very wet so you 

had to watch your step so that you did 

not fall off the stones and injure your 

ankle. 

 

Still another 3 miles to go, I was ex-

hausted but surely I can do it under 

5hours?  I made the mental decision 

that nothing was going to make me 

walk at this stage so I just plodded on.  

(Photos have proven that I was barely 

lifting my feet off the ground at this 

stage!)  I just kept going and suddenly 

got a boost as I started to overtake peo-

ple!   There were those St Perrin’s flags 

again along the St Leonards Prom and I 

had about a mile to go to the finish.  

The 400 yards took me down into the 

pedestrian underpass, up the other side 

to return to the start of the race.  Run-

ning under that enormous arch stating 

“FINISH” was a triumph.  The time?  

5hours 0minutes and 36seconds – 

3minutes 29seconds quicker than my 

predicted time at the half marathon 

point!! 

 Hastings Marathon (continued) 
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A big thank 

you to all 

those who 

sponsored Dily  

for her  

marathon run! 

 

editor 

I am delighted I ran 

in this unique race. 

I  have raised about 

£350 for  

the Chichester 

Cathedral Chorister 

Scholarship Trust 

Fund. Dily 



Dily and some of her supporters at the end of 

the Hastings Marathon. 

Felicity and Mum, 

Claire in the Richmond 

Hall after the service in 

the Cathedral. 

 

To the right, choristers 

from the 90s, Adam 

Hyslop, Peter Bruisset, 

Benjamin Ruffer, Philip 

Craven and Tom Skew 

 

 Photographs 
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Tina Thurlow with some of Peter Begbie‘s contem-
poraries, left to right Bob Howse, Jeremy White, 

John Wall and Peter Begbie at the CCCA Reunion 

Hugh with David Ruffer, Chairman CCCA, 
on the occasion of his being made an 
Honorary  Member of the Association, July 
2005. 

The Dean with Benjamin and Claire Ruffer 
and their daughter Felicity after her Baptism 
on Sunday 30 November 2008. Benjamin 
was a chorister from 1993 - 98 and is a 
CCCA Committee member. 



The Summer Reunion will be held on 

Saturday 11 July 2009. 

The cost of the day will be £20 per head 

and payments should be made to CCCA. 

Please complete and return the enclosed 

booking form and return by Friday 26 

June to Dily Ruffer, CCCA Secretary, 40 

Beaufort Road, BOURNEMOUTH, Dorset 

BH6 5AN 

 

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY 

12:00 - Drinks at 2 St Richards Walk with 
kind permission of Sarah Baldock, Organist 
and Master of Choristers.   
 
12.30 Presentation of Probationers‘ Prize 
 
13:15 - Lunch at George Bell House, 

Canon Lane 
 
MENU 

Main Course 

Choice of Cloisters Fish Casserole, Pe-

sto Turkey or Stroganoff of Forest 

Mushrooms all served with a selection 

of vegetables or salad and Hot new po-

tatoes 

_____________________ 

Pudding 

Peach Melba Gateau or Filled Fruit Me-

ringue Nest 

____________________ 

Coffee or Tea 

 

 

15:00 - AGM, Richmond Hall, Prebendal 

School 
 
16:00 - Tea, Richmond Hall, Prebendal 

School 
 
  
16:45 - Rehearsal in Quire Stalls for past 

choristers singing at Evensong 
 
17:30- Evensong 

Canticles: Standford in B flat 
Anthem: Zadok The Priest, Handel 
 
  
After Evensong - Informal gathering at the 
Tavern in the Park opposite Priory Park, 

near the Ship Hotel, North Street, for every-
one  
 
 
 
 

Four score years! 

Dr. John Birch, who 

has returned to 

Chichester and is 

now resident at 

The Chantry, is 80 

this July! We do 

hope that he will 

be able to attend 

the Summer Reun-

ion and that as 

many of his former 

choristers as possi-

ble will be there to 

wish him well on 

this landmark 

birthday! 

Summer Reunion  - Saturday 11 July 2009 
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Please apply 

for your 

tickets for the 

Summer 

Reunion by 

Friday 26 

June 

Sarah Baldock has kindly invited 

former choristers to join the choir 

in singing the Canticles and Anthem 

for Evensong. If you do want to 

sing make sure you indicate this on 

your return form. We need to know 

how many copies of the music we 

will need! 



If you read the first 

page you will know 

that  the CCCA is far 

more than an Old 

Boys Club whose 

only function is to 

allow elderly men to 

reminisce about past 

glories. 

The CCCA tries to be 

a support to the cur-

rent choir and cho-

rister parents as well 

as maintain links 

with former mem-

bers of the Choral 

Foundation. 

We do need more 

people to help run 

the Association; we 

have past chorister 

representatives from 

the 90s, 80s, 70s, 

60s and 40s but 

more bodies on the 

Committee would 

help spread the 

load. 

We hope to launch a 

website within the 

next six months and 

so copy for that and 

suggestions  for 

links would be most 

welcome.  

There will be room 

for your memories 

as well as informa-

tion about events 

and whatever else 

you may wish to put 

on the site. 

Be part of this new 

direction for the 

CCCA by standing. 

you would like the 

CCCA to be doing, 

and what events we 

could arrange. 

We report on the 

events we have or-

ganised, and how 

much money we 

have made during 

the past year and 

what we have done 

The AGM takes place 

during the Summer 

Reunion, at tea time. 

As well as elections, 

it is a chance to find 

out what your  Com-

mittee have been 

doing with your 

money.    

It is also your oppor-

tunity to say what 

with it. 

Above all, it gives 

you the chance to 

put something back 

by supporting the 

Choir which has 

shaped your life not 

only while you were 

a chorister but 

since.   

CCCA AGM — your Association needs you! 

Ok, so when is the AGM? 

have up to 12 on the 

Committee and co-

opt extra people if 

need be.  

Who can stand? Any 

paid up member of 

the CCCA; this in-

cludes, past choris-

ters, chorister par-

ents, lay vicars 

teachers from the 

Prebendal School, 

past and present. 

If you want to stand, 

please complete the 

form on page 12 

and send it along 

with your applica-

tion for tickets for 

the Summer Reunion 

by Friday 26 June, 

2009 to Dily Ruffer, 

CCCA Secretary, 40 

Beaufort Road, 

Bournemouth,     

BH6 5AN 

 Election of Officers 

 The following Offi-

cers of the Associa-

tion need to be 

elected. 

Chairman 

Hon. Secretary 

Treasurer 

Committee mem-

bers from 40s, 50s 

60s,70s, 80s, 90s 

and 00s. We can 
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Please 

think 

about 

standing 

for the 

CCCA 

Committee. 

How do I become 

a fully paid up 

member of the 

CCCA? 

Send £12, made 

payable to the 

CCCA to Andrew 

Porter, Treasurer 

81 Alywn Road, 

Maidenhead,  Berks 

SL6  5EJ 



Beer and Skittles 

29 January 2010  

We have  arranged 

a date for the an-

nual match be-

tween the Commit-

tee, Cathedral and 

Chorister Parents. 

We meet at the 

Four Chesnuts, 

just off the Hornet 

for an exciting 

match, together 

with good beer, 

food at reasonable 

prices and of 

CAROL SERVICES 

Please apply for 

Carol Service tickets 

From: 

The Royal Chantry 

Cathedral Cloisters 

Chichester 

West Sussex  

PO19 1PX 

 

01243 782595 

info@chichestercath

edral.org.uk  

 

 

course excellent 

company!  

It is a fun eve-

ning. This  year 

we had a team of 

past choristers as 

well as parents 

and Close teams. 

Please put Satur-

day 29 January  

2010 in your dia-

ries!  

Final details will 

be in the next 

newsletter. 

More dates for your diary  

40 Beaufort Road 

Bournemouth 

Dorset  BH6 5AN 

Phone: 01202 427 485 

E-mail: DvdRuffer@aol.com 

 Advent Reunion 2009 

Saturday 28 November 

The Advent Procession, 

starts at 6.00pm with the re-

union to be held after the 

service in the Cloisters Café.   

 

If you are attending the ser-

vice,  you are requested to 

be in your seats by 5.45pm, 

at the very latest. Seats are 

reserved for us, as usual, in 

the Quire.  

 

The Service normally ends at 

about 7.10pm. 

 

Full details will appear in the 

Autumn Newsletter. 

 

 CCCA Chairman David Ruffer 

CCCA  Elections 

 

Name ………………………………………………………. 

 

I would like to stand as, or propose the following for: 

 

Chairman ……………………………………….. 

 

Hon. Sec. ……………………………………….. 

 

Treasurer ……………………………………… 

 

Committee  member(s) ………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………………………………… 

Send to Dily Ruffer, CCCA Secretary 

40 Beaufort Road, Bournemouth BH6 5AN 

by Friday 26 June 2009 

Here is an easy way you 
can help generate funds 
for the CCCA Scholarship 
Trust fund without costing 
you a penny. Register with 
www.everyclick.com and 
use this search engine. 
Every time you use it the 
association gets a contri-
bution. You can even use 
it to find Google if that is 
your preferred search en-
gine. So far there are 15 
CCCA members who use 
the site, and who have 
raised over £110 in a short 
space of time. This could 
be a steady source of in-
come if more members 
signed up.  


